This edition of Window of the World highlights organizations working on inequalities and promoting equity, inclusion and social justice, women's rights and gender equality, transparency and tax justice, social solidarity economy, through activities of research, advocacy, policy dialogue and global networking.
the measurement of income, wealth and education inequality. GINI combines an interdisciplinary analysis that draws on economics, sociology, political science and health studies, with improved methodologies, uniform measurement, wide country coverage, a clear policy dimension and broad dissemination. The project operates in a framework of policy-oriented debate and international comparisons across all EU countries (except Cyprus and Malta), the USA, Japan, Canada and Australia.
Luxembourg Income Study (inequality analysis)
http://www.lisdatacenter.org/about-lis/ A cross-national data archive and research institute based in Luxembourg that offers scholars and the general public alike access to comparative inequality indicators and commentary. The institute aims to enable, facilitate, promote and conduct cross-national comparative research on socio-economic outcomes and on the institutional factors that shape those outcomes. The Luxembourg Income Study Database (LIS) is the largest available database of harmonized micro-data collected from multiple countries over a period of decades. The newer Luxembourg Wealth Study Database (LWS) is the only cross-national wealth micro-database in existence.
Studies in Poverty and Inequality Institute (SPII)
http://spii.org.za/ SPII is an independent, not-for-profit organization based in Johannesburg, South Africa, established in 2006. The organization believes that poverty undermines democracy and inhibits the development of all aspects of society as a whole. SPII is a research think tank that focuses on generating new knowledge, information and analysis in the field of poverty and inequality studies. Through facilitating collaborative partnerships with and between institutions of democracy academia and civil society organizations, the organization tries to develop innovative and promoting sustainable development.
Institute for Women's Policy Research (IWPR)
http://www.iwpr.org/ IWPR is a rigorous research group that explores how poverty and inequality affect women and also examines pay inequality between women and men. The institute disseminates its findings to address the needs of women, promote public dialog and strengthen families, communities and societies. It is the leading think tank in the United States focusing primarily on domestic women's issues. Founded in 1987, IWPR's reports and other informational resources have informed policies and programmes across the country and internationally, in each of its key programme areas.
New Economic Foundation (NEF)
http://www.neweconomics.org/ NEF is the UK's leading think tank promoting social, economic and environmental justice. Its purpose is to bring about a Great Transitionto transform the economy so that it works for people and the planet. NEF's mission is to kickstart the move to a new economy through big ideas and fresh thinking. NEF does this through high-quality, ground-breaking research that shows what is wrong with the current economy and how it can be better. NEF works with other organizations in the UK and across the world to build a movement for economic change. NEF is fully independent of any political party.
Centre for Global Development in Europe (CGD Europe)
http://www.cgdev.org/page/center-global-development-europe CGD Europe was established in October 2011 and works by carrying out rigorous, evidence-based research into a topic or idea, bringing together experts and stakeholders in a particular area to facilitate discussions and analysis, producing detailed reports and analysis, and disseminating the products Window on the World of our work. CGD Europe's research is centred around the theme of reducing global poverty and inequality, and currently focuses on (a) illicit financial flows and effective taxation for development; (b) broader work on transparency, accountability and openness; (c) Europe's development policies beyond aid; (d) innovative finance and private sector engagement in development, including Development Impact Bonds; (e) the Commitment to Development Index, a yearly ranking of rich countries according to whether their policies tend to promote or hinder development; (f) new measures of inequality; (g) modelling a new approach to reaching international agreement on climate change; and (h) the adoption and impact of property rights in developing countries as well as the role of property rights in large-scale land consolidation.
International Association for Research in Income and Wealth
http://www.iariw.org/ The International Association for Research in Income and Wealth is a research centre focusing on income and wealth, and all the related national and international aspects, including economic and social accounting, the development of new measurement systems; the integration of systems of economic and social statistics; and the comparison between different countries. It brings together academic and government scholars in the field of economic and social statistics from all around the world and it is committed to promote and disseminate knowledge in this field through its international and regional conferences, and its quarterly journal Review of Income and Wealth.
CRISE Network
http://www.qeh.ox.ac.uk/research/research-networks/crise-network The CRISE Network is an association of scholars and practitioners concerned with the fundamental economic, political and cultural causes of violent conflict. Its particular focus is on the role of 'horizontal inequalities' (inequalities among salient identity groups) in causing conflict, and in policies to correct such inequalities. The overall aim of CRISE is to identify economic, political, social and cultural policies that promote stable and inclusive multi-ethnic societies. The CRISE Network is a follow-up to the Centre for Research on Inequality, Human Security and Ethnicity, funded by DFID from 2003 to 2010. In collaboration with partners, this centre conducted research all over the world, with a particular focus on three regions: West Africa, Latin America and Southeast Asia.
United Nations Institute for Social Development (UNRISD)
www.unrisd.org UNRISD is an autonomous research institute within the UN system that undertakes multidisciplinary research and policy analysis on the social dimensions of contemporary development issues. Through its work, the institute aims to ensure that social equity, inclusion and justice are central to development thinking, policy and practice. To this end, they (1) focus on the often neglected social content and impacts of development processes and the role of social institutions, relations and actors in shaping development policies and pathways; (2) engage researchers, policymakers and civil society actors from around the world in generating and sharing knowledge, in order to shape policy within and beyond the UN system; (3) mobilize and strengthen the research capacity of individuals and institutions in developing countries through collaborative enquiry; and (4) provide a space for the exchange of ideas, giving prominence to marginalized viewpoints, often challenging mainstream development thinking and offering alternative policy options.
Part II: Civil society organizations, advocacy groups, international alliances and task forces Mind the Gap http://network-education.org/nep/blog Mind the Gap is an educational effort, sponsored by NETWORK, the national Catholic social justice Development 57(3-4): Window on the World lobby that aims to help build understanding 'bout the causes and consequences of this huge wealth gap'. NETWORK Education Program is Catholic leader in the global movement for justice and peace, which educates, organizes and lobbies for economic and social transformation. Through faithbased educational resources and programmes related to public policy, NETWORK Education Program (NEP) inspires people to envision a society that promotes justice and the dignity of all in the shared abundance of God's creation.
The Global Alliance for Tax Justice http://www.globaltaxjustice.org The Global Alliance for Tax Justice is a growing movement of civil society organizations and activists, including trade unions, united in campaigning for greater transparency, democratic oversight and redistribution of wealth in national and global tax systems. The alliance comprises the five regional networks of Africa, Latin America, Asia-Australia, North America and Europe, which collectively represent hundreds of organizations. It is a large advocacy group with a shared concern about the harmful impacts of tax avoidance, tax competition and tax havens, which corrupt national tax regimes and onshore regulation, and distort markets by rewarding economic free-riders and mis-directing investment. It aims to strengthen state accountability, implement progressive and distributive tax policies, reduce state dependency on aid and debt financing, correct the power imbalance between citizens and multinational corporations.
Transparency International (TI)
https://www.transparency.org/ TI is a global civil society organization leading the fight against corruption. TI brings people together in a powerful worldwide coalition of over 90 locally established national chapters and chapters-in-formation to end the devastating impact of corruption on men, women and children around the world. TI's mission is to create change towards a world free of corruption.
Its strategy and activities are rooted in its core values: Integrity, Transparency, Accountability, Independence, Impartiality, Objectivity and Cooperation.
Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII)
http://www.tighana.org/index.php GII is the Local Chapter of Transparency International (TI). GII was launched in December 1999 as a non-partisan, non-profit civil empowerment organization focused on the delivery of essential themes necessary for the creation of a National Integrity System.
Center for Economic and Policy Research (CEPR)
http://www.cepr.net/ CEPR was established in 1999 to promote democratic debate on economic and social issues. CEPR is committed to presenting issues in an accurate and understandable manner, so that the public is better prepared to choose among the various policy options. CEPR conducts both professional research and public education. The professional research is oriented towards filling important gaps in the understanding of particular economic and social problems, or the impact of specific policies. The public education aims at presenting the findings of professional research, both by CEPR and others, in a manner that allows broad segments of the public to know exactly what is at stake in major policy debates. An informed public should be able to choose policies that lead to an improving quality of life, both for people within the United States and around the world. PWESCR -Programme on Women's Economic, Social and Cultural Rights www.pwescr.org PWESCR is an international human rights organization, women-led and based in the Global South, which promotes women's human rights, especially in the context of economic, social and cultural rights by engendering policy, law and practice at local, national regional and international levels. Its collaborative networking facilitates new strategies for the defence and actualization of women's human rights. PWESCR also provides technical assistance and human rights education. It launches every year the leadership development programme, a training for women's rights leaders working in organizations based in the South.
Global Justice Now
http://www.globaljustice.org.uk/ Previously known as World Development Movement, Global Justice Now is a democratic social justice organization working as part of a global movement to challenge the powerful and create a more just and equal world. We mobilize people in the UK for change, and act in solidarity with those fighting injustice, particularly in the Global South.
Third World Network-Africa (TWN-Africa) http://www.cgdev.org/topics/inequality TWN-Africa is a pan-African research and advocacy organization that works for economic and social equity within Africa and for an equitable place for Africa in the global order. Founded in 1994, TWN-Africa focuses on strategic development issues facing Africa in the age of globalization, especially from the perspectives of the vulnerable and marginalized. It also facilitates the organization and expression of African civil society at the supranational (regional, continental and global) levels on these issues. TWN-Africa uses various instruments like lobby, capacity building, research and generation of knowledge, communication, networking, constituency building and public mobilization in its work. To efficiently carry out its mandate across the continent, TWN-Africa does not only work with partner organizations in Africa but is also the secretariat of two Pan-African networks: the Africa Trade Network (ATN) and the African Initiative on Mining, Environment and Society (AIMES).
EquityBD Bangladesh
http://www.equitybd.org Equity and Justice Working Group (EJWG), which is better known now as EquityBD, is an alliance of several NGO and CSOs, in addition to many individual or groups activists in Bangladesh. Its members have long experiences on policy advocacy and campaign activism from grass-roots to national and international levels. Its members work on issues relating to trade and economic justice, human rights, democracy, public education, information and communication networking, climate change, disaster risk reduction, local governance, promotion of rural popular culture and such other aspects of social life. Human rights Development 57(3-4): Window on the World protection and people's empowerment stand at the centre of the activism of its member groups and the network uses various public awareness and advocacy campaign at all levels to make people proactive in knowing what rights they have in society and what they are missing and how they can protect their rights.
The Centre for Research on Multinational Corporations (SOMO Netherlands)
http://www.somo.nl/ SOMO is an independent, not-for-profit research and network organization working on social, ecological and economic issues related to sustainable development. Since 1973, the organization investigates multinational corporations and the consequences of their activities for people and the environment around the world. SOMO strives towards global economic development that is sustainable and fair and towards the elimination of the structural causes of poverty, environmental problems, exploitation and inequality. Through research targeted at achieving sustainable change and strengthening cooperation, SOMO seeks to offer social organizations worldwide, especially those in developing countries, the opportunity to promote sustainable alternatives and to provide a counterweight to unsustainable strategies and practices of multinational corporations.
Social Watch
www.socialwatch.org Social Watch is an international network of citizen organizations in the struggle to eradicate poverty and the causes of poverty, to end all forms of discrimination and racism, to ensure an equitable distribution of wealth and the realization of human rights. The network is committed to peace, social, economic, environment and gender justice, and emphasizes the right of all people not to be poor. Social Watch holds governments, the UN system and international organizations accountable for the fulfilment of national, regional and international commitments to eradicate poverty. Social Watch works through strategy of advocacy, awareness-building, monitoring, organizational development and networking. The network also promotes people-centred sustainable development.
Global Policy Forum (GPF)
https://www.globalpolicy.org Global Policy Forum is an independent policy watchdog that monitors the work of the United Nations and scrutinizes global policymaking. It promotes accountability and citizen participation in decisions on peace and security, social justice and international law. GPF gathers information and circulates it through a comprehensive website, as well as through reports and newsletters. It plays an active role in NGO networks and other advocacy arenas, organizes meetings and conferences and publishes original research and policy papers. GPF analyses deep and persistent structures of power and dissects rapidly emerging issues and crises. GPF's work challenges mainstream thinking and questions conventional wisdom, seeking egalitarian, cooperative, peaceful and sustainable solutions to the world's great problems.
Righting Finance
www.rightingfinance.org 'A Bottom Up Approach to Righting Financial Regulation' is an initiative to develop and advocate a human rights approach to financial regulation at national and global levels. The initiative is born out of concern about the implications that global and domestic finance decisions carry for economic measures conducive to the realization of human rights, including public decisions on allocation of resources, the destinations of credit activities, employment and social protection. Righting Finance is an effort launched by a Steering Committee of networks and organizations with human rights advocacy mandates: AWID, CIVICUS, CESR, Center for Women's Global Leadership, Center of Concern, DAWN, ESCR-Net, IBASE, Social Watch, Norwegian Center for Human Rights.
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Intercontinental Network for the Promotion of Social Solidarity Economy http://www.ripess.org/?lang=en RIPESS is a network of continental networks that connects social solidarity economy networks throughout the world. The continental networks (RIPESS-LAC, RIPESS-EU, RIPESS-NA, RAESS and ASEC) in turn bring together national and sectoral networks. RIPESS believes in the importance of global solidarity in order to build and strengthen an economy that puts people and planet front and centre. Its mission is to build and promote the social solidarity economy (SSE), which takes into account the social and ethical dimension in all its economic activities. Thus the SSE aims to produce, exchange and consume goods and services that answer the economic and social needs of the local and international communities. RIPESS organizes global forums every four years and is a nexus for learning, information sharing and international collaboration.
UN Inter-Agency Taskforce on the Social Solidarity Economy (TFSSE)
http://unsse.org Founded in 2013 during a meeting convened in Geneva by ILO, UNDP, UN-NGLS and UNRISD, the UN Inter-Agency Task Force aims to raise the visibility of debates about Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) within the UN system and beyond. The work of the Task Force takes the form of joint initiatives among members: producing reports and briefs, organizing events related to SSE in connection with relevant UN processes and conferences, and creating partnerships and dialogues with governmental and civil society entities.
Part III: Blogs and source website Inequalities Blog http://inequalitiesblog.wordpress.com/ Inequalities is an occasional blog by Ben Baumberg, Rob de Vries and Brendan Saloner about inequalitiesrelated research in the UK, US and beyond. The blog was originally a collaborative blog, which contains a collection of posts by a series of other contributors. The blog was set up by young researcherssociologists, political scientists, geographers, demographers, social policy scholars, economists -from universities who wanted to create a space to critically discuss research on inequality, and create a community of people who want to try and tackle the injustices they see in the world by shedding light on things that would otherwise be invisible.
Africa Inequalities Portal
http://africainequalities.org/ The Africa Portal on Inequalities and Structural Transformation is an online knowledge resource for inequality-related issues. The portal offers open access to a suite of features including an online library collection, a resource for opinion and analysis, an expert's directory, an international events calendar, all aimed to equip users with research and information on Africa's current policy issues relating to inequalities. A key feature to the site is the online library collection holding journals, and digital documents related to African inequalities policy issues. The entire repository is open access and available for free full-text download. A large portion of the digital documents are linked to their primary online source. The portal aims to improve access and visibility for African research. This initiative aims at keeping the members of global civil society informed about the crucial global negotiations of 2015, explore opportunities for participation and lay the basis for a strong presence of CSOs in the monitoring and review processes that ought to start in 2016, once the SDGs and the new development agenda have been adopted.
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